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sophers of the last decades. He has, however, treated the whole problem of vital autonomy so originally, with such a peculiar combination of science and philosophy, that we believe he deserves individual consideration.1
In spite of the work of Kant and Berkeley, Montgomery adopts a metaphysical realism, and it is this realist Metaphysics that makes possible his solution of the problems of the ego and of the individual organisation.
Sense-experience does not remain to us a mere mosaic of elements, but it becomes integrated by synthesis, it becomes a complex unity. The bodily organism on the other hand, is an indis-cerptible whole, not a divisible aggregate. The solution of both problems alike lies in a rightly formulated concept of substance. As a result of his realistic metaphysics Montgomery imagines his substance as a specific chemical combination after the manner of Reil; but from the specificity of this life-substance he arrives at special new laws. The combination as such, which certainly is not regarded
1 From the point of view of Vitalism the principal writings of Montgomery are : " The Substantiality of Life *' (Mind, 1881, p. 321); " On the Theory of Muscular Contraction " (Pniiger's Archiv, 25, 1891); " To be alive, what is it ? " (Monist, 1895) ; Of primary importance for epistomology and psychology are: " The Dependence of Quality on Specific Energies " (Mind, 1880) ; " The Object of Knowledge " (Mind, 1884); " Mental Activity " (Mind, 1890); " The Integration of Mind " (Mind, 1895) ; " Are we Conscious Automata ? " (Texas Acad. Sc.f 1896), and a few other works. In 1904 there appeared his book The Vitality and Organization of Protoplasm (Austin, Texas, 1904), In 1907 he published his Philosophical Problems in the Light of Vital Organization (New York), which sums up his views on the whole question.